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THE MONROE DOCTRINE




The Monroe Doctrine was a United States
foreign policy position that opposed
European colonialism in the Western
Hemisphere. It held that any intervention
in the political affairs of the Americas by
foreign powers was a potentially hostile
act against the United States. The doctrine

was central to American foreign policy for
much of the 19th and early 20th centuries.
President James Monroe first articulated
the doctrine on December 2, 1823, during
his seventh annual State of the Union
Address to Congress (though it would not
be named after him until 1850)




Secretary of State John Quincy Adams,
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author of the Monroe Doctrine N

After 1898, the Monroe Doctrine was reinterpreted by Latin
American lawyers and intellectuals as promoting multilateralism
and non-intervention. In 1933, under President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, the United States affirmed this new interpretation,
namely through co-founding the Organization of American
States. Into the 21st century, the doctrine continues to be
variably denounced, reinstated, or reinterpreted.

A note from James Madison (Thomas Jefferson's Secretary of
State and a future president) to the U.S. ambassador to Spain,
expressed the American federal government’s opposition to
further territorial acquisition by European powers. Although
Thomas Jefferson was pro-French, in an attempt to keep the
British-French rivalry out the U.SJefferson made it clear to its
ambassadors that the U.S. would not support any future
colonization efforts on the North American continent.




At the time, nearly all Spanish colonies in the Americas had either achieved or were close to independence.
Monroe asserted that the New World and the Old World were to remain distinctly separate spheres of influence,
and thus further efforts by European powers to control or influence sovereign states in the region would be
viewed as a threat to U.S. security. In turn, the United States would recognize and not interfere with existing
European colonies nor meddle in the internal affairs of European countries.

By the end of the 19th century, Monroe's declaration was seen as a defining moment in the foreign policy of the
United States and one of its longest-standing tenets. The intent and effect of the doctrine persisted for over a
century, with only small variations, and would be invoked by many American statesmen and several American
presidents, including Ulysses S. Grant, Theodore Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and Ronald Reagan.

The Chilean Declaration of Independence on 18 February 1818

Despite the United States' beginnings as an isolationist country, the
foundation of the Monroe Doctrine was already being laid even during
George Washington's presidency. According to S.E. Morison, "as early as

1783, then, the United States adopted the policy of isolation and
announced its intention to keep out of Europe. The supplementary
principle of the Monroe Doctrine, that Europe must keep out of America,
was still over the horizon“ and also was extended to the Latin American
colonies by the Monroe Doctrine.




The U.S. government feared the victorious European powers that
emerged from the Congress of Vienna (1814-1815) would revive
monarchical government. France had already agreed to restore the
Spanish monarchy in exchange for Cuba. As the revolutionary
Napoleonic Wars (1803-1815) ended, Prussia, Austria, and Russia formed
the Holy Alliance to defend monarchism. In particular, the Holy Alliance
authorized military incursions to re-establish Bourbon rule over Spain
and its colonies, which were establishing their independence.: 153-5

Great Britain shared the general objective of the Monroe Doctrine, and
even wanted to declare a joint statement to keep other European powers
from further colonizing the New World. The British feared their trade with
the New World would be harmed if the other European powers further
colonized it. In fact, for many years after the doctrine took effect, Britain,
through the Royal Navy, was the sole nation enforcing it, the U.S. lacking
sufficient naval capability. The U.S. resisted a joint statement because of
the recent memory of the War of 1812; however, the immediate
provocation was the Russian Ukase of 1821 asserting rights to the Pacific
Northwest and forbidding non-Russian ships from approaching the coast.




INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE

Because the U.S. lacked both a credible navy and army at the time, the doctrine was largely disregarded
internationally. Prince Metternich of Austria was angered by the statement, and wrote privately that the doctrine
was a "new act of revolt" by the U.S. that would grant "new strength to the apostles of sedition and reanimate the
courage of every conspirator.

The doctrine, however, met with tacit British approval. They enforced it tactically as part of the wider Pax
Britannica, which included enforcement of the neutrality of the seas. This was in line with the developing British
policy of laissez-faire free trade against mercantilism. Fast-growing British industry sought markets for its
manufactured goods, and, if the newly independent Latin American states hecame Spanish colonies again, British
access to these markets would be cut off by Spanish mercantilist policy.

LATIN AMERICAN REACTION

The reaction in Latin America to the Monroe Doctrine was generally favorable but on some occasions suspicious.
John A. Crow, author of The Epic of Latin America, states, "Simon Bolivar himself, still in the midst of his last
campaign against the Spaniards, Santander in Colombia, Rivadavia in Argentina, Victoria in Mexico—leaders of the
emancipation movement everywhere—received Monroe's words with sincerest gratitude. Crow argues that the
leaders of Latin America were realists.




Spain fails to reconquer Mexico at the Battle of Tampico in 1829. The
Battle of Tampico, also referred to as the Barradas Expedition, was a
series of military engagements between the First Mexican Republic
and the Spanish Empire. Fought from July to September 1829, the
battle was part of several Spanish attempts to re-establish control
over Mexico. The battle was a major victory for Mexico and marked
the final major battle between Spain and its former colony.

The Second French Intervention in Mexico
also known as the Second Franco-Mexican War
(1861-1867), was an invasion of the Second
Federal Republic of Mexico, launched in late
1862 by the Second French Empire at the
invitation of Mexican conservatives. It helped
replace the republic with a monarchy, known as
the Second Mexican Empire, ruled by the
Mexican Emperor Maximilian I. Mexican
monarchists came up with the initial plan to
return Mexico to a monarchical form of
government, as it had been pre-independence
and at its inception as an independent country.
They invited Napoleon lll to aid in their cause
and help create the monarchy, which would, in
his estimations, lead to a country more
favorable to French interests, but which was
not always the case.




FRENCH INTERVENTION IN

MEXIco, 1861—1867
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In 1842, U.S. President John Tyler applied the Monroe Doctrine to
Hawaii and warned Britain not to interfere there. This began the
process of annexing Hawaii to the U.S.

On December 2, 1845, U.S. President James Polk announced that
the principle of the Monroe Doctrine should be strictly enforced,
reinterpreting it to argue that no European nation should interfere
with the American western expansion ("Manifest Destiny").

French intervention in Mexico, 1861-1867

In 1861, Dominican military commander and royalist politician Pedro
Santana signed a pact with the Spanish Crown and reverted the
Dominican nation to colonial status. Spain was wary at first, but with
the U.S. occupied with its own civil war, Spain believed it had an
opportunity to reassert control in Latin America. On March 18, 1861,
the Spanish annexation of the Dominican Republic was announced.
The American Civil War ended in 1865, and following the re-
assertion of the Monroe Doctrine by the United States government,
this prompted the Spanish forces stationed within the Dominican
Republic to extradite back to Cuba within that same year.




President Cleveland twisting the tail of the British The Venezuelan crisis of 1895

Lion; cartoon in Puck by J.S. Pughe, 1895 became "one of the most

momentous episodes in the
history of Anglo-American
relations in general and of
Anglo-American rivalries in Latin
America in particular. Venezuela
—~@ sought to involve the U.S.ina
; ?L | territorial dispute with Britain
@ over Guayana Esequiba, and
%#¢ld hired former US ambassador
s William L. Scruggs to argue that
/ - British behaviour overthe issue

Rlchard Olney, cited the Doctrme
in 1895, threatening strong
action against Great Britain.

u’iht-’nficl it

N SR\\Q.\%.__ -

el
aa




In 1898, the U.S. intervened in support of Cuba during its war for independence from Spain. The resulting
Spanish-American War ended in a peace treaty requiring Spain to cede Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and Guam to
the U.S. in exchange for $20 million. Spain was additionally forced to recognize Cuban independence, though the
island remained under U.S. occupation until 1902,

The Spanish—-American War (April 21 -
August 13, 1898) was a period of armed
conflict between Spain and the United States.
Hostilities began in the aftermath of the
internal explosion of USS Maine in Havana
Harbor in Cuba, leading to United States
intervention in the Cuban War of
Independence. The war led to the United
States emerging predominant in the
Caribbean region, and resulted in U.S.
acquisition of Spain's Pacific possessions. It
led to United States involvement in the
A/%L" “ Philippine Revolution and later to the

A R 'I'IIE CI‘IARGE OI" SAN JI.IAN I‘III.I. — T :
PN Wit HWE ST weessour COL ROOSEVELT, LEADING THE FAMOUS ROUGH RIDERSTO VICTORYgS ) Philippine-American War.




RESULT
AMERICAN VICTORY

TREATY OF PARIS OF 1898

Founding of the First Philippine Republic and beginning of the Philippine-American War
Spain sells to Germany the last colonies in the Pacific in 1899 and end of the Spanish Empire in America and Asia.
Territorial changes Spain relinquishes sovereignty over Cuba; cedes Puerto Rico, Guam and the Philippine Islands
to the United States. $20 million paid to Spain by the United States for infrastructure owned by Spain.
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World empires and colonies 1898. In yellow Spain énd in light blue United States.




THE LAST STAND OF THE
CUBA BY MURAT
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In the 333 years of Spanish rule, the Philippines developed from a small overseas colony governed from the Mexico-based
Viceroyalty of New Spain to a land with modern elements in the cities. The Spanish-speaking middle classes of the 19th
century were mostly educated in the liberal ideas coming from Europe. Among these llustrados was the Filipino national hero
José Rizal, who demanded larger reforms from the Spanish authorities. This movement eventually led to the Philippine
Revolution against Spanish colonial rule.




/ U — The first battle between American and Spanish forces
Cavite (1/598) was at Manila Bay where, on May 1, Commodore
! Monila o George Dewey, commanding the U.S. Navy's Asiatic
Y4 (25/6) - (13/8) %@Guam Squadron aboard USS Olympia, in a matter of hours
(20/6) - (21/6) defeated a Spanish squadron under Admiral Patricio
Montojo. Dewey managed this with only nine
, 4 Carolinas wounded. With the German seizure of Tsingtao in
s o 1897, Dewey's squadron had become the only naval
force in the Far East without a local base of its own,
Tﬁéﬁﬂ 6 > and was beset with coal and ammunition problems.
-Q ™ . Despite these problems, the Asiatic Squadron
destroyed the Spanish fleet and captured Manila's
The revolution had been in a state of truce since the harbor.
signing of the Pact of Biak-na-Bato in 1897, with
revolutionary leaders having accepted exile outside of
the country.
Lt. William Warren Kimball, Staff Intelligence Officer
with the Naval War College prepared a plan for war with

Spain including the Philippines on June 1, 1896 known
as "the Kimball Plan".




CREWMEN POSE UNDER THE GUN
TURRETS OF IOWA IN 1898.

The major port of Santiago de Cuba was the main

target of naval operations during the war. The U.S.
T fleet attacking Santiago needed shelter from the
summer hurricane season; Guantanamo Bay, with
~its excellent harbor, was chosen. The 1398 invasion

& of Guantanamo Bay happened between June 6 and
a3 ) 10, with the first U.S. naval attack and subsequent
/. successful landing of U.S. Marines with naval

support. The Battle of Santiago de Cuba on July 3,
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_ b b BB 4 /T f,"';.f .5 was the largest naval engagement of the Spanish-
FS Y oBX * NP O /4 =4 American War. When the Spanish squadron finally
A ol S T N %J < attempted to leave the harbor on July 3, the
o ‘. B = American forces destroyed or grounded five of the
' 5 3 % - six ships. On May 24, 1898, in a letter to Theodore

Roosevelt, Henry Cabot Lodge wrote, "Porto Rico is
= . | notforgotten and we mean to have it. The American
~ offensive began on May 12, 1398.
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by Antonio Antdn and Antonio Iboledn, around 1897. It is an ideal view
of the Spanish Squadron of Instruction in 1896, before the war of 1898, since the ships represented never sailed together.

On the left the Battleship Pelayo with insignia, followed by the cruisers Cristobal Colon, Infanta Maria Teresa and Alfonso
XIII; on the right, the cruiser Carlos V with insignia, Almirante Oquendo and Vizcaya. On the starboard side of the Pelayo

sails the torpedo boat Destructor; Two Furor-class destroyer boats sail along the bows of the Carlos V. Stormy sea and
partly cloudy skies.




With defeats in Cuba and the Philippines, and its fleets in both
places destroyed, Spain sued for peace and negotiations were
opened between the two parties. After the sickness and death of
British consul Edward Henry Rawson-Walker, American admiral
George Dewey requested the Belgian consul to Manila, Edouard
André, to take Rawson-Walker's place as intermediary with the
Spanish government.

Hostilities were halted on August 12, 1898, with the signing in
Washington of a Protocol of Peace between the United States
and Spain. After over two months of difficult negotiations, the
formal peace treaty, the Treaty of Paris, was signed in Paris on
December 10, 1898, and was ratified by the United States Senate
on February 6, 1899. The United States gained Spain's colonies
of the Philippines, Guam and Puerto Rico in the treaty, and
Cuba became a U.S. protectorate. The treaty came into force in
Cuba April 11, 1899, with Cubans participating only as
observers.The U.S. also established a de facto perpetual lease
of Guantanamo Bay.

JULES CAMBON, THE FRENCH
AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED

STATES, SIGNING THE
MEMORANDUM OF RATIFICATION
ON BEHALF OF SPAIN
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